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Chairman’ s Statement
This has been a very exciting year for Tibet Watch.We were registered as a charity in June
2006 and our first year of operation,saw Tibet Watch grow and realise some real
achievements whilst facing several challenges.

Given our brief to promote the human rights of the Tibetan people,we provided reliable and
corroborated information about the reality of life in Tibet.We set out to give a voice to the
innumerable human rights abuses inflicted on the Tibetan people,who are unable to speak out
publicly for fear of retribution.Our researchers also endeavoured to determine the truth
behind official statistics and government assertions.

The year was marked by an in-depth examination of the reality of religious life in Tibet.It
became clear that despite the 'constitutional' or legal provisions for the 'rights and freedoms'
of minorities claimed by the State,lack of fair enforcement of the justice system by regional
and local authorities with no censure from the State allows them to bend or ignore these
laws.

The mismatch between the State’s apparent acquiescence to national and international law
and the lack of enforcement by local authorities is one of the principal causes of enduring
human rights abuses.Tibet Watch will seek to obtain irrefutable evidence about this disparity
and communicate it widely to show China’s blatant wilfulness in hiding behind the law.

This is a challenging task for which we need resources;principally funds to build our team of
experts,researchers and analysts.This will be our focus in the coming year.

Svenja Geissmar - Chair

Tibet WatchTrustees:

Svenja Geissmar,Chair;Sue Byrne,Treasurer;Tsering D Gonkatsang;Gill Kirk;
Alison Reynolds;Tseten Samdup.
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About Tibet W atch

Tibet Watch,charity 1114404,was established in April 2006 to promote the fundamental
human rights of the Tibetan people as defined by the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.It works in close co-operation with Free Tibet Campaign.

Accurate information on the impact of China’s policies within Tibet is difficult to obtain
given the tight control on communication and repression of freedom of speech.Tibetans
are afraid to speak out about how the occupation impacts upon their lives.Many exiles
are reluctant to make public statements that could be viewed as critical of China,for fear
of consequences to family still in Tibet.

Tibet Watch promotes the human rights of the Tibetan people by gathering,analysing and
disseminating information about life inside Tibet.

Researchers gather testimonies on human rights transgressions from Tibetan exiles and
from inside Tibet.They source (and translate where necessary) key documents including
laws,policy documents,including State Council White Papers,regulations,ordinances and
circulars,(the latter three of which are confidential,circulated only to government and
Chinese Communist Party officials).Other sources include academic,expert analysis of
Chinese statistics and legal frameworks and Chinese and Tibetan websites.

Tibet Watch publishes its work through its website and disseminates it to policymakers,
the media,decision makers and other influencers,experts and academics.

Tibet Watch aims to pr omote the human rights of the Tibetan people b y:

• monitoring abuses of human rights

• raising awareness and educating the public about the human rights of Tibetan people

• providing technical advice to governments and others on Tibetan human rights matters

• promoting public support for the human rights of Tibetan people

• promoting respect for Tibetan human rights among individuals and corporations

• international advocacy of human rights for the Tibetan people



Tibet W atch Repor ts
Freedom of Religion

Tibet Watch,commissioned by Free Tibet Campaign,conducted an investigation
into the extent and nature of Chinese State control of life inside Tibetan
monasteries and nunneries.Subsequently published as a 70 page report ‘No
Faith in the State’,the evidence gathered acts to counter Chinese propaganda
and a common perception outside China that religion is flourishing
unrestricted in Tibet.

Collecting a large number of interviews with new arrivals in Dharamsala,our
researchers provided eyewitness testimony of the current extent of Chinese
State control of Tibetan Buddhism.This represents one of the most repressive
facets of China’s occupation with around 80% of all Tibetan political prisoners
being either monks or nuns.

The report, to be published in 2007,will have a capacity-building role as a
resource for other groups engaged in advocacy on behalf of Tibet and is likely

to be involved in lobbying work with
politicians and religious leaders who
engage with China.

Chinese Pr esence in Tibet

Tibet Watch is undertaking an updated
review of the extent of the Chinese
presence in Tibet.Originally conducted
in 1995,the new survey will provide a
comparative study to up-date the
situation as well as assessing the
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Tibet W atch Achie vements

Shop signs show Chinese business in Tibet’ s capital,
Lhasa
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impact on population of the Gormo-
Lhasa Railway (and its planned
extensions),which opened in 2006.

The level of Chinese presence is a
controversial topic as Tibetans argue
that it has led to their marginalisation.
Many Tibetans fear that the opening of
the railway,which links Tibet by rail to
China’s main rail network for the first
time,will make it easier for greatly
increased numbers of Chinese to migrate to Tibet in search of State-
sanctioned inducements (such as higher wages) for Chinese settlers.

The international Tibet movement has indicated a real need for soundly
sourced analysis of the Chinese presence in Tibet to assist with their advocacy
work and the project will therefore fill a vital capacity-building role. It will also
be invaluable in lobbying governmental and inter-governmental constituencies
and alliance building with other NGOs.

Advocacy Suppor t
UN Special Ra ppor teur on Tor tur e

In November 2005 Dr Manfred Nowak,the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture
visited Tibet after many years of requesting an open and unrestricted visit.Tibet
Watch provided the evidence in a detailed dossier on torture in Tibetan
prisons that was sent to him.

Using statements gathered by the Dharamsala research team,Dr Novak was
given first-hand testimony of torture in Tibetan jails including evidence about
the torture and subsequent death of 5 nuns in Drapchi prison in June 1998,
which Dr Nowak was specifically tasked to investigate.

Tibet Watch also provided unique and compelling testimony from a Tibetan
former police officer on the systemic and institutionalised nature of torture in
Tibetan prisons.
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Chinese soldiers mar ch past the Potala Palace,
former r esidence of the Dalai Lama in Lhasa
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Raising Public Awareness
Topical information sourced and corroborated by Tibet Watch was used as the
basis of media reports,allowing important developments in Tibet to be brought
to the attention of the wider public in UK and worldwide.

In February 2006 Tibet Watch was the first organisation to report the
confirmed jail sentences passed on 5 Tibetan political prisoners (Tadrin Tsomo,
Choekyi Drolma,Dargye Gyatso,Yonten Drolma and Jamyang Samdrub)
following their arrest in May 2005 for distribution and display of posters in
Labrang Monastery stating that China should not be allowed to host the
Olympic Games until the Tibetan situation has been resolved.

In autumn 2006,lengthy articles,based on Tibet Watch information,on the
social impact of the Gormo -Lhasa railway and the inequity of economic
opportunities between Chinese and Tibetans it created,were published in two
broadsheet newspapers.

Gathering Evidence on K ey Issues
Tibet Watch translates key sources (from Tibetan or Chinese) of information
and gathers testimonies from first-hand witnesses.Examples Include:

Patriotic Re-education

Tibet Watch translated a crucial statement in giving a detailed account of
patriotic re-education in Drepung Monastery and consequences for those who
resist it.The statement named 5 arrested monks who revealed that highly
educated monks were particularly targeted for expulsion from the monasteries
as well as the monasteries concerned being surrounded by armed troops.

Tor tur e

Detailed political prisoner profiles have been created using testimonies
gathered by Tibet Watch.Prisoners include:Phuntsog Wangdu,Tenzin Deleg
Rinpoche,Bangri Rinpoche,Dargye Gyatso and Sonam Gyalpo.These and other
interviews with former prisoners detailing torture techniques including the use
of the electric chair,have corroborated previously unauthenticated accounts.
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Tr easurer’s repor t and accounts

As a new organisation in its first year of operation Tibet Watch has been fortunate
to secure funding from a number of Trusts and generous individual donors.We
gratefully acknowledge the support of the following funders:

Sumners Trust

Paget Trust

Samuel Storey Family Charitable Trust

Body Shop Foundation

D.Arnold

These financial statements were prepared in accordance with the special
provisions of Part VII of the Companies Act 1985 relating to small companies.
A signed copy of the accounts is available from Tibet Watch.

Income
Trust grants £13,000
Individual donations and legacies £40,100
Other £196
TOT AL £53,296

Outg oings
Education and awareness £25,811
Fundraising £2,470
Governance £5,625

TOT AL £33,906



Tibet W atch
Registered Charity Number 1114404.
Compan y Limited b y Guarantee No 5692043
28 Charles Squar e London N1 6HT UK
+44 (0)20 7324 4612

Tibet was a country the size of Western Europe when Chinese forces
invaded in 1950.Since the Chinese occupation,large portions of the country
have been absorbed into provinces of the People’s Republic of China.

Hundreds of thousands of Tibetans have been executed,imprisoned and
tor tured and human rights abuses remain widespread.Tibet’s unique culture,
religion and environment are in danger of being wiped out.

Vision
Tibet W atch is w orking to wards a Tibet wher e fundamental
human rights ar e assured and wher e Tibetans e xercise their rights
to r eligious, cultural and political fr eedom and economic
oppor tunity fr ee from f ear and discrimination.

Mission
Tibet W atch pr omotes the human rights of the Tibetan people b y
providing accurate inf ormation about the situation in Tibet, for
the purposes of pub lic education, raising awareness of the
situation in Tibet and inf orming international adv ocacy on behalf
of the Tibetan people .

Values
Tibet W atch is independent of all g overnments, including the
Tibetan Go vernment in e xile , and all other organisations and
groups. It w orks in close co-operation with F ree Tibet Campaign.

We believe in exposing the human rights abuses in Tibet and,by so doing,
building worldwide solidarity for the human rights of the Tibetan people to
be respected,so that Tibetans will live in freedom.

For more information about Tibet Watch see:
www.tibetwatch.org

or write to the address below or email to mail@tibetwatch.org

front cover photograph of Chinese flag flying over Lhasa - Pedro Saraiva


